Val. 4.) Lonpvon, Fripay, Sgpr.22, 1820, [PRICE 6. 


{HE PROSPECT OF LIBERTY GRAND AND > 
) INTERESTING. 


The Revolution of Portugal is no sooner begun than finish- 


@j. All has passed off well, with the exception of the affair of 


- Lisbon, It is rumoured (at the moment of writing this) that 
the lives of 2,000 persons have been lost in that city, chiefly 
ish, who have shewn a disposition. to obstruct the will of 
the Portuguese. If this be truly the case, no pity can be felt 
forthe victims, they should have not meddled with what did 
mien them as foreigners. I stand in need of the parti- 
‘tulars of the insurrection at Lisbon, as I have nothing certain 
‘@s yet, no other account has reached me but through the 
 Pren gether under their present censorship, are not 
tobe. on. I have neither doubt nor fear as 'té the resiilt 
athe glorious insurrection in Portugal; it must end’ well as 
ne cause is intrinsically good, It is also rumoured that the 
Austrian troops have received orders to halt in their march 
“Towards ‘Naples: this also wants confirmation. Couriers’ are 
in all directions on the continent, for the despots are 
ting to see that all their plans and projects are paralyzed- 
Ane March of liberty is irresistible, and opposition if’ attempt- 
{Will only display its force and energy. ..A meeting of So- 
-Yeteighs is-talked of in a few weeks: the will do well to de- 
“Gare their submission to the popular will, as an opposition 
“Wit Rave no other effect than to waste mui blood, and to en- 
| Manger their own and families’ lives. I repeat that to oppose 
the growing reason of the age, is to warwith nature. It would 
lic an attempt as the fabulous tale of the giants of 
ti Warring with the gods in Heaven. Reason is our 
o¢—our guide—our god—we need no other. [In the affairs 
human race it will prove omnipotent as civilization grows 
Ktends. [ am happy to see that the Portuguese in their 
s talk of reason and of nature: keep on this 
_ oa and error can never extend far. Reason is the daughter 
Nature, her fairest produce, her brightest gem. It is with 
et daughte aa pie that she intended to embellishher fancy- 
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work, the human race ; and convert, by this.means, the wild 
surface of matter’ into an earthly ‘paradise. Nature begat 
Reason, and Réasdn begat art ; and Nature, assisted by Rea- 
son and art, “will produce the swmmum bonum of mankind. 
Figurative as may be'this genealogy, it is however an meon- 
testible one, and such as the casuist may not object to. 
The human mind is but a dreary and brutal void, unembel- 
lished with reason and art. It is only the soil which nature 
has prepared for the cultivation of reason and art. Let us 
then no longer reject the plant which our bodies are peculiarly 
destined to nourish and increase—let reason be our choice, and 
‘Tet “us pluck up the weeds. which ignorance and vice have 
planted on our mind. '— ~ 
History does not afford the example, when so many nations, 
at the same time, were struggling for regeneration, and when 
liberty seems likely to produce a general fraternization amongst 
the human race. Representative systems of government are 
now generally known to be the only ones consistent with civi- 
lized societies. ‘Societies can never be deemed civilized,with- 
out such government. For there is nothing like civilization, 
where a despot can order forth his thousands to slaughter their 
brethren or their neighbours, without, cause or provocation, or 
just because he may delight in war. The idea is unnatural: 
but such has been the state of all European and Asiatic go- 
vernments hitherto. Their boasted religion has been but fuel 
for the flame of war ;—and whilst they call it the religion of 
peace, it has, in fact, been the continual source of war, assas- 
sination, persecution, and oppression. Let the general history 
of Europe and Asia for the last 1800 ‘years be put in opposi- 
tion to individual ideas of the Christian religion ; then mark 
the contrast—mark the experimental influence of such a reli- 
gion, in opposition to individual pretence and profession. 
He is but half an advoeate for liberty who thinks it suf- 
ficient to obtain political liberty without a liberty of conscience 
_on matters.of religion, or who imagines that the former can 
thrive Without the latter. Give me a gaol With the liberty of 
conscience and of speech, in preference toa palace with an en- 
slaved mind. If I am compelled to regulate my opinions 
on matters of religion, by the standard or the mind of another 
man, or sect of men, whether they be called an established church 
or what not, I am a slave in every sense of the ‘word,,. [am 
not free—and a chain-on the mind is more grievous than 8 
chain on the body. Itmight have been well in such countries 
as Spain and Portugal, to avow an adherence to the establish- 
ed system of religion: but I should proclaim that man an ene- 
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my to the state and to liberty, that should propose any thing 
ie kind in this country. - A revolution in this country must 
‘jand uncontaminated’ with any thing of the kind. Let the 


‘different: ideas on religion stand or fall by their own force of 
suasion—but let them. make no part of the future law of 


e country. The more extended the mind, the less danger is 
there of li rty being abused—all endlenvoure to “cramp and 
fetter it, must produce this abuse, The haur of regeneration 
7 certainly approaches, with rapid strides. Fellow-countrymen, 
‘pe on your guard. Beware what changes you sanction, with- 
oat a fall consideration. At such a moment, the enemies of 
liberty are most busy: and narrow-minded, men are anxious 
to obtain individual enefit by the change, R. CARLILE. 
re, Gaol, seplemver 18, 1820. : | 


i, HARRISON WILKINSON; ON FINANCE, TAXA- 
TION, AND TITHES. 


. g re written pamphlet has appeared from the pen of the 
above named* gentleman, entitled ‘ The Principles. of an 
f titable and allicient Sy stem of Finance.” The plan on which 
Mr. W. proposes to proceed is to repeal all existing taxes, and 
‘tlevy ‘one direct and sufficient tax on landed and funded pro- 
tf This he has called the equitable tax, and we’ must 
8 that the arguments by which’ this plan is supported, in 
Opposition to the present oppressive system of taxation, are 
A A at trovertible. We object to ‘one part, and one part only, 
é a .W.’s proposition. His plan implies, that funded: pro- 
P erty shall be recognised. in its present amount, and that no 
7 hit ot tl faith stall take place with the national creditor. On 
is head our author’s arguments are contradictory, for he in 
6 breath: proposes‘a tax on funded property. Now. the 

| ul fandh lair Will say, that if you wish to keep your-word with 
PR ‘im bu must pay him his interest in full, wntil you are in a 
. Bice onto repay the principal sun borrowed.” If you. tax 
__ dlisitterest it is ‘a breach of faith, it is one and the same thing 
St Bk is side as giving hima smaller sum back than he has lent. 
1 it to be considered as arguing om..our author’s own 
sf0und and in the'parliamentary stile. For our own parts, we 
# not ha wepeelves indebted to the fundholier in any .sense 
‘we neither care’ whether he gets his interest or his 
ar te only part of the funding system that we could 
provide foi, is that by which many widows and. orphans 
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are, supported, and who indjvidoally, haye not been instru. 


mental in vesting their property, in that gulph, The. mass of 
f people rave tid nothing to do. in Peat hat is called 


e national debt. JTt.isa thing entirely between a corrupt 
legislature and those persons called fundholders; they have 
supported each other at the expence of the labour and happi- 
ness of the labouring and productive classes, whilst these 
classes have not had tlie least yoice or influence over that legis- 
Jature., If the, fundholder ever gets an acknowledgment of 
his loan, it must be from the. landholdér, to this. we have not 
the. least. objection, those two persons may , settle the matter 
between. them ; but to our author’s plan of keeping up a nomi- 
nal funded property to, encourage, the worst species of gam- 
bling, and-to give an undue influence to. the administration of 

vernment, we-decidedly object, There is an axiom that’no 
yobs man will. dispute, namely, that.the more simple the 
form of government, and 


* * ‘ 


1d the means of supporting it, the more 
conducive will it be to the interest of the. commonwealth. Our 
author has complained of the chicane of the present system, 
and we would ask him, why, he would not go to the root of 
that chicane, why leave a tittle of it in,existence ? What is it 
but chicane to keep,.up a, nominal funded ‘property and to 
,extract an interest for that property or fictitious loan from the 
Jand, and its produce? Is it any thing more or less than a sys- 
tem of gambling where the honest have their property sacri- 
ficed. to the dishonest? We consider the fundholder to haye a 
fair, claim ona proportion of the land, and if he can use’ suffi- 
cient force and influence to take possession of it ‘well and good, 
it is a matter of indifference to us and to every person. in the 
ingilom, save the landholder, "Bat the landhalder is the very 
an that has created the fundholder ; he has always said, that 
‘as property has been represented in the English radlinmnet the 
extent of at Crpreormeriop ba heen sufficient. . Be it so, we 
how say that it is equally sufficient that the fundholder shall 
pay Ws claim on the land, and the land only, as the only tan- 
Lao’ ar irche SON i a i led Vy : 

2B a ti eee +, alt OM author's argument, is a 
Mere fighting with straws under the present system of govern- 
“inen.’""A discussion of the subject may be allrell enotech ove 
paratory to remoying that corrupt and ‘corrupting influence 
‘that sways the English government, but until that government 
an be plac Qn a proper and respectable basis, nothing, will 
be, nothing can be done, Mr. Paine has written his pages, and 
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i Gobbett his yolumes,, on this same subject, but: each of 
j ose tasters in politics and finance have made any. proposi- 
| jn for an expedient in the latter, but as a secondary object, 
: and their first has been, and will be that of every correct 
thinker, to remove from the government all corrupt and im- 
; oper influence and to make it the echo of the national 


“~ 


the members of both houses of parliament : -it amounts to an 
! admission that they are disposed to listen to any plan for ame- 
liorating the condition of the people. ‘It is an admission that 
they are what they ought to be. Candour and disinterested~ 
nessis also attributed to those members! Oh! nature, has 
any man discovered this. candour and disinterestedness but our 











, uthor, or can We excuse him on the score of irony? All this 
| we consider ‘to arise from a mistaken notjon of our author as to 
aspectability. The pamphlet had no need of a dedication, it is’ 
ubject that interesteth every man, and we are inclined. to say 
tha “our author has shewn himself a true patriot, in wishing to 
: remove the present destructive burthens of the people, and ‘to 


| place them on a durable property, that is exhaustless. "Not to 
ee which équally affects the poor with the’ rich, 

t'the productive power as the most certain and the most 

sitiple ’method of. procuring a sufficient revenue without 
teafing distress either general or individual. In using the 
rm productive Hower, we do not mean labour which is also 
ductive power, but the land, the primary productive 


yh 






or A ris revenue by a land tax alone, 
) ularly, 


meé‘of the adimitable observations made in it. 





«We regret to see “Mr. | ‘Wilkinson’s pamphlet dedicated to- 
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é lea sum of money, bearing a proportion to the amount 
: fod vid ually possessed : the pees be of the palace and the cot~ 
‘tage pay without distinction under the present code; the 
¢ peer and the peasant consume nearly alike of beer, and lea- 
‘ ther, and soap, and salt ; if there is a difference, it is in favor 
“‘of the former, who may have a hare or pheasant for dinner, 
‘ while ihe latter from penury is glad to obtain a morsel of 
‘‘bacon or salt beef; the very distress of industry operates 
‘against the victim ; the present fiscal von compels the 
¢ Jabourer, a dwarf in wealth, to carry the load of the lord who 
£ isa giant in affluence! as ihe poor man hag little, be satis- 
‘ fied with his. paying little, but such as have much, ought to 
‘pay in proportion. Extract the taxes out of the accumu- 
‘lated wealth of the country, and not out of the blood, and 
‘ sinews, and bones of a devoted and indefatigable people. 

‘Crime, poverty, disease, and death, have been ‘caused by 
‘the present partial system, absorbing from the industrious 
‘ people—earnings which should have fed and clothed them— 
‘ out of ‘every three drops of sweat, to have heen shed to sup- 
‘ por a system, of finance. founded upon unjust, ruinous, and 
* fallacious principles.’ 

In a paragraph. beginning in page 4 of the pamphlet, we 
have the author’s plan in brief:—‘ Land is the common source 
‘ from whence most exciseable articles are derived. It would 
‘ be more just to tax this source, than pursue it through every 
* ramification of its product. A tax laid upon land, would be 
‘in effect a tax-upon the produce of land—it would not be a 
* tax upon the owner and occupier of land, but upon the con- 
* sumer of the produce; that would not fall like the soap and 
“‘salt:tax, the most heavy upon those having the least ability 
“to pay;:and who are the greatest consumers, but_upon' those 
‘ of fortune and splendour. | kl Sa 

In. common justice we are here compelled to notice what 
has been calied the Spencean System of taxation, as they are ° 
but a few shades different from the plan of our author. The 
plan which ‘has. been denominated Spencean, has been run 
down: without examination, and which verifies the old'proverb, 
that.to give.a dog a bad name,_is enough to hang him. The - 
persons who formed a society on this plan, and called them- 
selves Spenceans, mixed up other matters of politics with their 
proposed system, and seemed to make their plan but as a cloak 
for meeting.:, At least, the government made it out-in this 
manner, and consequently put down the meetings: but the 
equitable tax now proposed, is the same thing, with a few excep- 
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sons and, modifications, as the plan called Spencean. The 
nd obstacle to, and alarm excited by the Spencean plan, 
was, that it intimated a disposition to dispessess the present 
pssegsors of land, and by throwing the whole into the “hands. 
of a just government, it should make a more equal distribu- 
tion of it, and derive a revenue from a price_per acre, from 
each renter, and thus abolish all taxation. The plan called 
wean, is certainly the most simple and the most equitable 
system of society and government that can be imagined ; and. 
it would be. well if the new republics of South America would 
adopt it; but it is vain to urge it against the prejudices of 
those, who have eStablished properties in this country, unless 
there be some modifications made in it, such as our author re- 
commends in his system, that the land may continue to be held 
by its present possessors as freehold, or leasehold, or by any 
other title} but that a sufficient sum per acre shall be paid by 
such holders to meet all the exigencies of the state. The suc- 
6088 of this plan, and the great benefit that would be derived 
| from it, is indubitable ; for iastance, the Duke of Bedford, or 
Devonshire, or any other great landholder, has, we will say, in 
his possession, $,000 acres, and a great portion of that forms 
pleasure-grounds, or waste uncultivated land, now under the 
toposed system, either of those dukes must pay the sum, 
Whether it be 10, or whether it be 20 shillings per acres, for 
all his land, whether cultivated or not, and the only alterna- 
liye would-be, to give up the possession of such as he might 






‘essors that would take it at the necessary price peracre. Our 
Mior propgses, that all improvements that might be made on 
Jand, should be for the sole benefit of the possessor; and 
tie Koretnment should only know the land by measure ; 
fu er, that if any individual, by much pains or labour, 
Showa rescue Jand from the sea, he should have the free pos- 
S€88i0, Af it, without tax, for a certain number of years, ade- 
2 to the labour bestowed on it. It is but justice to Mr. 
aa ns, of Newcastle Street, Strand, the persecuted supporter 
oe Spencean system, to say, that his proposals in his pam- 
Pilet entitled “ Christian Poligy,” are nssiiniinted to anaes 
~~  feview. Mr. Evans, we consider, very weakly and ri- 
pously ailempted to soften the prejudices of the aristocracy, 
Y Proposing to give each of its members:a sinecure out of the 
ay _ the lan 3 instead ‘of making them Jandholders. We 
‘ious, Mr, W kinson, let them keep their present posses~ 
: let, them ‘enjoy their mansions, their lawns, add thei, 
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parks, but, in the name of justice, let them contribute a pro~ 
per quota ‘to the exigencies of the state, which is: by no means 
the case at present. Mr. Wilkinson’s pamphlet has many 
things to'recommend it, in preference to any thing that has ap- 
peared: before :—its stile is as classical as itis popular, and it is 
the effusion of an erudiate,' as’ well as an honest; benevolent, 
Our author has fully and satisfactorily shewn, that although 

a heavy and direct tax upon the land would at first seem ap- 
palling to the Jandholder, still, that in fact, it would place him in 
a better condition than at - present, and: that it would not ex- 
ceed ‘the multifarious claims now incident. We quote a para- 
graph from page 9:++*: The’ great encouragement. that: the 
equitable tax would give to the home trade, would be bene- 

‘ ficial, to all. ‘Domestic: manufacture would be in an un- 
‘ known degree of demand—the employment that: property 
* would give to the arts, weuld: mutually encourage agricul- 
“ ture, and! increase consumption: instead of the people being 
‘a burthen upon the land, their-return to work would operate 
“as apremium upon produce; the multitude that is now an 
‘ oppression, would then be a gain, and that is to be effected 
“‘by the removal of these taxes that! produce pauperism, whe- 
“‘ther directly or indirectly”. To put those assertions in a more 
simple form, we would make the author more explicit, if pos- 
sible, by saying, that in ceasing to tax: the produce, all the ne- 
cessaries of life would be brought within the means of the la- 
bourer, by which the) quantity cousumed’ would. be: much 
greater than at present:-our produce would stand ‘a fair 
competition in‘all foreign markets, and those two circum- 
stanees combining, would give fullemploy to all labourers, and 
the new tax ‘upon the land would! bécomé:a stimulus’ to the 
most :extensive: cultivation and. produce. | So ‘that’ it clearly 
produces a regular chain of benefits to all parties. mm’ 
vd page 22 we find the following excellent remarks :+~‘ The 

«amount: of taxes ought to be as invariable as possible ; nothing 
«tends more to discourage ¢nterprise than taxation  propor- 
c tioned to mdustry ; it is the slothful | that. the laws should 
¢ punish, and: not the indefatigable; the inverse mode » of 
: action practised is preposterous, a penalty upon merit, and 
* premium upon crime, and. idleness. Nothing is so danger- 
¢ousas the apathy this mischievous policy produces upon the 
emai fem state, where the people.on one hand have:no 
SPS ng, preserving, oremploying to their wishes, the 
* produce of their labour, oa excite - ceagtion : and inthe 




































THE REPUBLICAN: 1IT. 


< others, when the gaol has no terrors, and the workhouse no 
‘shame? The latter supposition is evidently the state of this 
country at the present moment. ‘The following are .the:au- - 
thors ideas. of the advantages of his plan :—‘ ‘The equitable plan 
‘ of taxation has been: shown to be favourable to the accu- 
‘ ulation of wealth into the hands of industrious men; it em» 
‘braces the means of obviating, in future, that mischievous. 
‘donceiitration of property, which has already destroyed so 
“many governments: evidently one of the effects of the sys- 
‘4emin practice is to annihilate all small property owners: 
‘Sacha public policy may answer some temporary purpose, . 
‘but what*has ruined all states, that have been so unfortunate 
‘avbe-thus misled, must eventually endanger others that fol- 
‘Jowthe-same:course:; whatever enfecbles' the labourers of 
‘ the country, weakens the government; labour forms the base 
‘ofthethrone, and was it not forthe working people; the 
‘ éxecutive would ‘have no more power than a lamb.’ 

~The following facts and data: are: peculiarly worthy the at- 
tentionof every Englishman:—‘ As incomprehensible things 
‘are‘only so because people have no standard, or nothing -to 
‘‘compare'them to, people ‘measure’ one thing’ unknown by 
‘another that they know the properties of, so it: would not 
‘be'improper tovcompare the taxes upon the territories of 
‘France'with those of Great Britain, and reason from what 
‘we know there, to what should be here. From the former, 
“edmputed- to contain: 108,000,000 of acres, an annual revenue 
‘isderived of 30,000,0001. which is about 5s. 3d. per acre, 
“oil an average, all sorts. of property being included. : The 
Sanrot 30;000,0001. sterling is contributed by 28,500,000 
“peoples: whichis something more. than 20s. each-person. 
“Great: Britain, about half the same extent of: territory, and 
"118,000,000 of :people,; contributes yearly twice as much, 
making the proportions as four to one in favour of France, 


into account: the additional: balance in favour | 


~ofiland, by comparative exemption from tithes, and poor’s 
“Talesy;more» extensive ‘eultivation, and richer soil.’ — The 
‘(axesiand burthens’ of the French people are a mere ‘nullity 
contrasted with thdse borne by the British nation: 
bg'all:circumstances: into consideration, our burthens are 
slimes heavierthan those of the peopleef France. Theadvan- 
ligeofia general land taxis the same in all countries. Look at 
Pa $s. 3d. per acre would raise an» efficient ‘revenue for 
wan of that country. It is but a mite, and could not 
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The next observation we quote is ‘the essence of truth:— 
‘ Upon the morals of the people, the present system of finance 
‘ has the most baneful effect; as taxes are raised from the 
‘ means of drunkenness, gambling, and debauchery, the go- 
¢ yernment derives:support in proportion ‘to the prevalence of 
‘ those inglorious passions. The more revelling orgies, the 
‘ more taxes ; asthe people become incapacitated by penury 
¢ from following such voluptuous enjoyments, so will the re- 
‘ venue from the excise and customs decline; as immora- 
‘ lity decays, so will the taxes.’ Nothing can be. more falla- 
cious than the charge which the supporters of the present sys- 
tem make upon the Reformers, it is the reverse of truth, and 


the charge:is alone applicable to those who make it. Itis, _ 


that the Reformers are endeavouring to root out morality, and 
to break up the right of property. For years past this false 
charge has been mate upon the advocates of Parliamentary 
Reform in the most daring and impudent manner. - It has re- 
sounded from the throne, the bench, the bar,, and the pulpit, 
and, the base and hypocritical gravity which has accompanied 
the charge has blinded thousands to give an assent to it. It is 
the reverse of truth, for if the whole people had been so blind 
ag to have acquiesced in the measures of the government for 
the last thirty, forty, or fifty years, morality would have been 
extinct, and as it is, property has been subjected to an almost 
universal change, The radix of property being matter, itself 
is imperishable—indestructible, but on any other supposition, 
the English government would, have annihilated the very 
source of property. This is no anticipation of what will take 
place, it-has taken pice: the English government has an- 
nihilated the property and themorality of thecountry,as far as 
its power extended. The foregoing assertions. are. well sup- 
ported by the following paragraph from. the pamphlet in’ ques- 
tion :— The texture of society that/has been introduced by the 
~ present mode of taxation, is lamentable inall its consequences ; 
instead of wide-spreading, perhaps universal philanthropby 
and hospitality, a feeling of egotism and self-interesthasfrozen 
BP ee fing and generous feelings: of the people, sympathy 
"hr ty is banished by sordid avarice; the dignified pas- 
(sions of the human mind are destroyed, and callous. insensi- 
AY. predominates: boast not of the multitude of, charities 
tn om ee en uc m sa ie shame for their abanaenee 

ive taxation first impoverished the people ; 
: peeorted from them the honest, means of mesa lt their 
~ houses and fire-sides, sanctuaries for sickness and old age 
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‘ havebeer ‘opendd by the funds of the indastrious people that 
frenodot nytt apeaniubited in other hands. Give the 
‘ indefatigable labourer his own, arid he would scorn the aid 
‘ that bragging wealth bestows; he wants nothing but what an 


-¢ equitable system’ of finance would produce, he needs no more 


‘tplace him in that comparative comfort he aspires to: 
‘ grant him “justice; if obedience is wanted 5 the causes that 
the interest of the taxers and’ thé’ taxed ought al- 
‘ ways'to be dreaded, if by any’ privilege or collusion, they 
‘ate not 'subject'to the same consequences, they become the 
‘ enemies'of each other.’ “es 
‘The pamphiet-concludes with a proposition for the commu- 
tation of tithes by giving the priest a direct sum in money. 
Tour perieral readers, we feel assured, that the most forcible 
objection we ‘can make to this proposition, is to be silent 
about its: We have now said’ sufficient ' of this pamphlet, aid 
itsplan for an’equitable tax, to shew, that it has our approba-" 
tion’ fundamentally: the exceptions have been fair and can- 
didly stated. We repeat, that we believe the author has made 
condescensions' to obtain a more general reading that were not 
agtetable to his own heart.’ The author of stich a pamphlet 
must have known, that nothing in the shape of improvement 
canbe hoped for under the present administratien, and the 
present system of forming the parliament. Conducting a 
oe eam that professes to be “* bold enough to be 
and honest énough to be bold,” we felt, in duty bound, 
to ‘eniterour protestagainst any improper or false respect being 
paid to the individuals who compose the present legislature, or 
tothatexcrescehce which has grown out of it, termed the 
suai system, or funded property. False and undue respect 
isallied to deceit ; but we are sufficiently generous to believe, 
that Mr. Wilkinson had other motives in view than improper 
ones, although, the introductory address to the members of | 
br of Parliament ‘stands as'an admission of purity as 
as power. ae STE Be fess 
“As far as vice is opposed to virtue, so far will the present 
iment be opposed to the equitable system of finance. To. 
men educated in chicane and deceit, honesty and simplicity 
become a most. plervel punishment. Another obstacle to 
improvement is, th ‘disposition of the’king ; ‘he is the similé of - 
Ferdinand of Spain, and will never be good and honest until 








lie is compelled to it, and has‘no power left to bé mischievous, 


Mer’ those circumstances, we should haye ‘been’ better 
pleased with Mr. Wilkinson, if his pamphlet had been ad- 
toany otligs persons than those who compose the pré- 
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sent parliament. Its contents are'a fit subject for the consi- 
dération of every man in the nation, and on which the pea- 
sant is as capable of judging as the peer. In making our 
observations on it, we have been guided by a sense of duty, - 
and have set aside all considerations of respect and friendship. 
We felt the importance of the subject and could wish to pro- 
cure the pamphlet a general reading: but let no man delude 
himself with the idea that any thing of the kind can be brought 
into practice without a reformed parliament, Next to reform- 
ing the parliament, it is the most important object that can be 
ska into consideration, and its simplicity is such that every 
man catinot fail to comprehend it. ‘The size and elegance of 
the pamphlet having occasioned the price of 3s. 6d. being 
put upoh it, will prevent an extensive circulation among the 
poorer class: to all who can afford to purchase it, we would 
say, you will find matter in it well worth your notice: for 
those, who cannot afford the price, we have studied to make 
the present review an epitome of the original, at least, we have 
embraced the most importait part of it. We understand the 
atithor has,a work in the press which takes a more enlarged 
view of the same subject. A perusal of the present will be 
the strongest inducement to possess whatever might come 
from the same pen, Where honesty in intention is combined 
with ability and elegance in stile, an author only needs to be 
known to ensure him public attention and ‘respect. 

: EDITOR. 


MORE LEGAL MURDERS! EXECUTION OF BAIRD 
AND HARDIE AT STIRLING. 


‘+. Whosoever thou art that lovest liberty. and’ hatest slavery, learn to 
, contemn death: Kings then will tremble before thee, whilst thou alone 
shalt Fear no map.” tne gee ne wo 

The act of putting men to death for offences supposed or 
real, is intended to: operate as an example to suryivors,, ,but 
when. it is decal aite that it has not that effect, as is evident 
in the case of passing forged notes, and for political opinions, 
it, then becomes a legal murder. - As such.I view the execu- 
tion of Wilson, of Baird, and of Hardie, to have been in Scot- 
land, Having already noticed. the execution of Wilson, and 
the, peculiar, circumstances of. his case, I ‘shall now. confine 
myself to the case of Baird and Hardie, These men it' will 
be. recollected. were. two. of the Bonnymuir combatants, who 
gallantly, resisted an.escort.of cavalry that was. sent to take 
them prisoners. They haye been lately egBcuted at Stirling 
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by. ing and beheading i in the true British stile... The pa-~ 
ong expressed an astonishment, at. the composure 
and the calm manner in which they took their leave 

of the officers of Stirling Castle. The old trick of. (felting 
, the men, to say something about religion was played off by the 
priests,and their fanatical supporters. Baird we are told par- 
sil recommended the by-standers. to read and, examine 
‘bibles, but, did not, admit the justice of his murder... I. 
$0, wish them.to read, and examine their bibles, it is the best 
way, to get at truth... Whilst Baird was addressing. the spec- 
tators, Hardie sat himself down with perfect composure on 
the, block prepared for the decapitation, and when Baird had: 
‘his address, he arose in his. turn.and. began to address 
si spectators, just as if he had been conducting the business 
of a Public meeting. The peril os or his depute tapped him on 
r and bi him say something about religion, Hardie 
_ wasnot, to be alarmed,,. but. shor his address by saying, 
i amartyr tothe cause of liberty, truth, and. justice. 
expression drew forth from the spectators as enthusiastic 
acheer,.as.if it had been a public meeting for petition and 
remonstrance, and revived their spirits from the gloom which 
the address of Baird had made upon them. Both of them 
urged. the rectitude of thejr political, principles, and did not 
express the least sorrow for what they had done. Much dis- 
approbation and execration was expressed at the act of deca- 
ea and this brutal mangling seems to be continued as an 
of the barbarity of the British government. Thus 
flied, two, brave men, whose zeal, for liberty was their only 
crime. Talk no more of the constancy of he martyrs of old 
to the Christian Religion, it is nothing when compared to the 
tai and constancy of those who have lately fallen as mar 
in the ‘cause of liberty. ‘The former tales have been 
led down'to us with many exaggerations, but here, our 
iti suppress facts, ye they dread that "they 





known. | 
e trials for high treason at York have all been put 4 
0, on ‘the ground. of a promise made to the men that ‘their 
nt be spared if they would submit ‘and plead guilty. 
pei a fia ths t ibely into a farce by leaving out the 
nye 1b and if the men are to be sent home to their 
, I for one shall not complain of their meen 
f they rare. to be sent out of the count 








a hem should haye tried the question of ¢ ity or not 
the mnep are not to be liberated, I consi er that t they 
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‘have been entrapped into a plea of guilty under a mistaken 
-wotion. Mr. Justice Bailey played his old character in this 
and told the men that if they had been seduced by. sedi- 
“tious and blasphemous publications he hoped it would bea 
warning to them ; and the learned monk laid down some very 
foolish, and in my opinion, wicked propositions, about politics 
dnd theology. He, observing on the distress that the men had 
been exposed to, persuaded them, that it was very probable, 
that the Almighty God sent those privations among men that 
it might be-the means of making them look up to him! Blas. 
mous caitiff! One would imagine that the air or climate of 
York deprived this old gentleman of his senses, if he ever had 
any: His prattle about politics in the same place exposed hin 
to the ridicule and contempt of the whole country, and now the 
paltry theologian makes the distresses of the country to be an 
attribute of the deity. Sueh an imbecile fanatic is unfit to 
fill the office of judge: the man: has no mind: and should he 
dive a few years longer he will be an inmate of some lunaiic 
asylum. I suppese the old gentleman thinks, that the Queen’s 
persecution is another attribute of the Deity to get her to look 
up to him? Perhaps he thinks that the deposing of the des- 
pots of Spain, Naples, and Portugal,-is another attribute of 
‘the Deity, to get their Majesties to look up to him? I wish 
he would find that his God has an attribute to punish the vices 
of his master and his master’s ministers, and go and tell them 
"s0.' It was common among the Jews to combine the charac- 
ter of judge and prophet in the same person, end surely, the 
sanctity of Judge Bailey can insure him the power of prophecy. 
‘Samuel threatened to unking Saul, Jeremiah denounced Ze- 
dekiah; and Micah denounced Ahab ;'but neither of those 
‘prophets pocketed 4 or 6,0001. per year, like the factious judge. 
“He is ready to denounce honest poverty or conscientious opinion, 
but not the vices of his employers. Lhaveallalong, up to this mo- 
. ment, fancied that there was something like charity due td this 
man, I have endeavoured to findan excuseformany things that I 
have seen in him, but really he has gone too far, and has identi- 
* fied hiniself witha faction in olitics, anda sect in religionjeven 
a ) mp et < ? 2 SOR; 
“on the bench. He has ‘made falsehood: his weapon to wound, 
‘and hypocrisy his rod to chastise the innocent and injured. He 
"Bs the AVoWed supporter of ‘tyranny, and 'w severe-and unjust 
fudge to those who oppose it." Under ‘the ‘mask’ ‘of ‘religion 
i ects humanity, and with the tears of the crocodile he’pur- 


. sues his Victim to a lingering death. He has gone to such an 


- 


, > that it seems impossible that bigotry can ‘have so far 
obscured his faculties as to leaye hitn de a delusion of 
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acting right. I can no longer believe it, he must be the volun- 
tary supporter of abuse and tyranny. ‘uch deliberate false- 
hood, such base hypocrisy, never was exhibited by any man 
before, as by Mr. Justice Bailey, at York, at passing the idle 
sentence of death on the poor men; Who feared to expose them- 
selves to the chance of being pronounced guilty of High Trea~ 
sombyajury. High Treason is not a disgrace to-any man under 
a corrupt and wicked government ; it is rather honourable than 
otherwise; it is a pledge of virtue and honesty, and proves.no- 
thing but unsuccessful courage. If the sentence and execution 
of Russell and Sidney was unjust, then also is the sentence 
and execution of those men who have lately suffered death. or 
banishment, or are about to. suffer it. If a tyrannical and 
wicked government was considered to be a suflicient excul- 
pation for their conduct, so ought it to be at present with’those 
who have been convicted of High Treason. The wickedness 
and oppression of the governments of Charles the Second or 
James the Second fell far short of that which is in existence 
at- present. 1 defy contradiction .to my assertion,. and. boldly 
state, that the personal characters of those. two sovereigns and 
the tiinisters who served them, were not half so odious as those 


ofthe reigning sovereign and his ministers. I have studied 


well the history of these ‘two reigns, and I say that in no in- 
stance can they be degraded to the level ofthe present. Then 
letthe'admirers and eulogists of Russell and Sidney turn their 
atfentions to the Russells and Sidneys of the present day ; let 
the execrators of the characters of Scroggs, Jefferies, and 
Kirk; execrate the Scroggs Jefferies and Kirks, of tke pre- 


dort for we are not deficient im either.“ Living virtue 


‘its support adnd.applanse in preference to that which is 


‘@veontury:old, and the-best encouragement.to. heroic and 
‘virtuous deeds’ is to cherish the actor whilst: living, as well as 





toapplaud hiny when dead. anal 
| Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 14, 1820. R. CARLILE. 
hi} fa, -'TO,CORRESPONDENTS.._. 


The Koran Society are not quite prepared to. publish, but they 
hopeto commence in a@few mouths. The matter is determined on 


» Whose laws are in one respect, like those of the Medes and 


Persians—never change. There being no immediate necessity for the 







of the Koran, the Society wish to take time, and to, begin 


an? 


itor. returns his thanks to Mr. Pofts, and begs. to. say that 


ane pons time, he miay*be glad of the loatt of the volume. “At 
. : thehir 4 } 4 , fuc® ‘ 
‘wae’ has either an ‘idle, nota dull monient, not one’Zo 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 


——— 
SIR; 

Monarchy, or hereditary succession, has made a complete 
exposure of its own cruelty and the nation’s. credulity. We liave 
long groaned under the burthen of hereditary rulers, without eve; 
examining into their merits or demerits—we have. too long been 
dazzled by their glittering and gaudy appearance, and their high 
sounding titles. Their maxim has always been to confuse our senses, 
debilitate the mind, and destroy reason—that faith might. grow, 
tyrants smile, and simplicity tremble. Then they could view us asa 

egraded and contemptible race, as if we had not eyes to see, hearts 
to feel, or minds to understand, But the time is past for delusion ; 
deception has exposed itself to the weakest capacity ; man has now 
a clear view of his own folly, and he no longer will be a_ slave to his 
fellows, and reject the gift of reason, the noblest qualification of his 
nature, and his guardian against the folly and vice that now reigns so 
predominant. You, Sir, have very justly said, that ‘‘ the monarehi- 
cal form of government is like every other vice, it will destroy itself 
in the course of time, even if no opposition be made to it.” Aud 
who can doubt it? Is there not every appearance ‘of it at the pre- 
sent time? We all know that folly and wickedness only need ex- 
posure, and they at once sink into oblivion; but if they expose 
themselves, their downfall is sure. Nothing can be more degrading 
to a nation than its being thrown into confusion by any thing happen- 
ing between the monarch and his wife ; it is the strongest proof that 
its constitution is defective. Every person must be aware that kiigs 
ure men like ourselves, subject to all the passions and feelings of 
human nature. We know this to be the case, and we know also, 
that it is Bot an uncommon thing for man and wife to separate. If 
the King and Queen were to part, she cannot take from him his good 
sense, Judgment, and ability, t6 perform his most sacred duties to his 
country, nor can her conduct disgrace the nation; if it is bad -the 
scandal rests on herself and not on the nation, Therefore how is it 
that such én unimportant thing can be said to effect a whole nation? 
It cannot, it isimpossible. <The cause of the present agitated state 
of the country arises from the present system of government, which 

' ; y & , 

1s composed of a truly legitimate monarchy, a hereditary house of 
lords, and what should be the people’s house, three-fiftlis of whom 
aie nominated by the lords. If we examine history we shall final 
that kings De ma were merely chieftains of banditties: one robber 
distinguished himself above the rest by expertness, courage, and en- 
terprise, and he was chosen to be their king or chieftain. ‘Tiwe 
moved on, they gathered Pireagth and power, war. was their only 


ayphyect, to disarm the weak and make themselves str to lessen 
he number of kings or chieftains that they might be Boaneed miglity. 
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previous to this enlightened age, that a priest should say to 
his congregation, that a very wicked sinner is not to Ae 
prayed for? Ought not their prayers to be always for such cha- 
yaetérs, that’ they may turn and repent and be forgiven? Does the 
headvof the Christian Church say to his wife, if you have done wrong 
repent, and I will cease to persecute ? r No; he. says, your sins are 
too great to be prayed for in our Christian Church, you are a disgrace 
to the nation ; but, if you will remain where you are, revelling in all 
your iniquity, I will augment your income from 35,000/, to 50,000/, 
a year, that you may the better enjoy yourself in all your baseness: 
if you repent and return to your home, I will visit you with all the 
vengeance that I and my hereditary advisers can pour down upon 


‘ you. How can the crime that the Queen js charged with, whether 


she is innocent or guilty, be of any injurious consequences to the 
nation? Had she, while living and travelling, from place to place on 
thé Continent, incurred immense debts, and now called on the nation 
to liquidate them, there would then have been just cause of com- 

int. It would then have been the absolute duty of the govern- 
ment, for the honour aud character of the nation, to enquire, whie- 
ther any branch of royalty ought not to forfeit all claim and support 
from the country, when found to be living in a profligate state of 
prodigality. It is the money drawn from the pockets of the people, 
and ‘profusely distributed for useless purposes, that has reduced this 
country to its preseat state of wrefchedness. Any thing that will lessen 
the expetiditure of the country will be beneficial ; but any thing that 
will add to it must bé prejudicial. If the Queen is found guilty will 
it decrease the national expenditure? If she is not, will it increase 
it?.. fit will neither do the one or the other, the trial can be of no 
use to the nation ; only, as it may tend to,an elucidation of our wise 
Jaws and legislators, Our rulers say. the crime is, of a very serious 
nature to the country: it is an adulterous intercourse with a menial 
servant. Our laws say, that had it been committed at home, and not 
in a foreign country, it would then have been punished with death. 
Royalty must be kept pure; we must have the legitimate heir to the 
throne, whether it be male or female, young or old, wise or foolish, 
sane or ingine. Besides the charices of having a child, madman or 
idiot, it is attended’ with an enormous expense, to preserve the legiti- 
mateheir.: This trial may cost this embarrassed country 500,0001., 
or double that,, merely to know, whether the Queen is guilty or not, 
and there isnothing to prevent such a trial happening again: it may 
very frequently. ‘The Queen’s conduct deserves the thanks and praise 
~ all good men and women ; she has boldly and fearlessly written 

e truth, in her famous letter to the king ; and in her beautiful an- 
py? to her addressers, she has avowed herself the lover of liberty, 
and: the hater of despotism ; and prefers the, friendship of freemen to 


the rule of slaves. 
aa ‘ THOMAS SINGLE. . 
Sept: 8th, 1820, | 
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CONTINUATION OF REPLY/TO THE REV. THO- 
MAS HARTWELL HORNE’S PAMPHLET, ENTI-. 
{LED “DEISM REFUTED.” From p.108. 0-4)’ 


Stl 





Now for a few of Josephus’s wonderful exaggerations re- 
specting this great and wise Solomon. 

¢ Thus about this time did the Hebrews wonderfully increase 
‘in riches, and the tribe of Judah waxed opulent, by reason 
‘ that the people addicted themselves wholly to the tilling and 
‘manuring of their lands. For their peace was under such 
‘ assurances, that being distracted by no warlike tumults, and 
‘besides that, fruitfully enjoying a most desired liberty, they 
‘ especially intended this thing only, to increase their private 
‘and particular estates. The King also had other governors 
‘who ruled the Syrians, and commanded other strange na- 


‘tions, which are extended from Euphrates as far as Egypt, 


‘ who gathered the tribute of those nations for the king. These 
‘barbarians* every day furnished the king for his own table, 
‘and.the maintenance of his household, with thirty cores of 
‘ fine flour, and sixty of the coarser: ten fat oxen, and twenty 
* geass beeves, with an hundred fat lambs. All which things, 
‘ besides venison and buffaloes taken in chase, birds, and fish, 
‘were furnished daily by the Barbarians to serve the king’s. 


‘household.’ (Queritur. How many cooks must Solomon 


have had, and how many pounds of animal food must daily 
have been consumed by each person in his household?) ‘ He 
"had likewise a great number of chariots, so that he had forty. 
thousand mangers wherein his horses fed ; (incredible) 
and. besides these he had twelve thousand horsemen, 
whereof kept, always about the king in Jerusalem, the rest: 
_ Were,billeted in divers.villages belonging to the king, and 
_ temained theré. . And they that had the charge to furnish 
the king’s expences, provided likewise necessary proven- 


(ee 





He is astonishing to remark how liberal every country has been, and 
contidives to be, in bestowing this epithet on their neighbours, Jt has 
which ee aud with some degree of plausibility, that the chief object 


bitants, Who were then in a ruder state than any of their neighbours. 





ebuchadnezzar had in conquering Judea, was to civilize its inha- - | 
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‘der for the horses, conveying it to,that place wheresoeyer. 
< the king sojourned. But so great was the wisdom and pru: 
“ dene which God had bestowed upon ‘Solomon; : that he suis.» 
é popped ll his progenitors :) the: Egyptians likewise, who are | 
< éd ‘the wisest of. all were far;behind him. in: ‘wits | 
‘ For he excelled all those in that‘timé were'in the greats ’- 
“ est account amongst the Hebrews, whose ‘names: [will not: 
‘omit: and these they were; Ethan, Emam, Chalt; and 
. Dodan, the son of Imaon., -He:composed: also a thousaiid 
‘ and five hundred books. of, odes! and. )canticles,:,and: thirty 
“ thousand books of parables. and: similitudes; for to every 
© kind of plant: he alluded. the parable, from the hyssop.unto the 
‘ cedar... The like did he of all.liying creatures that fead:on the: 
‘ earth; swim. in the waters, or flyin the air 5 for/none of their 
“ natures, was be ignorant,of:, neither had:he omitted to searcly 
© their faculties in particular, but. examined and discoursed on 
* them all,, and had an, inward: speculation and knowledge of 
* their several and. secret. properties...’ He.obtained alse by: in 
* spiration the art of magie, forthe profit and healthcof men; 
‘ and the exorcising and casting-out of devils; for “he devised 
‘ certain incantations, whereby. the diseased iare cured,.and loft 
‘ the method of, conjuration in writing, whereby the devils are 
* enchanted and expelled; so that/ never «more they: dare ' re~ 
‘ turn. And. this kind, of :healing to-this: day, is very’"usual!' 
* among those of our nation.) Hor Isaw accertain popular. 
: and private man amongst the Hebrews, /im:the presence of: 
‘ Vespasian,. his sons, tribunes,.and other soldiers; ‘that cured! 
. ths: be aan — a Mmanmner ‘of vrei 
4 pplied to the nose-of: the: demoniat ‘a ring ; under 
* the seal whereof 5 ' 


those 10+" 
this, ithe said: 


kk the man; erga 
Unto’ theassistants, that 
ich: act of: his “manifestly 
et ooo en er Solomon: was. 
ought good in this place to make mention 
‘ thereof, that the worthy nature of this king might be known 
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¢unto all men ; and how beloved he was of God, and how sur- 
‘passing in all kinds of virtue.’ 

[am certain that my readers will not expect any comment 
on the above nonsense. It needs no explanation: it is the tale 
of aJew when speaking of his own country and countrymen. 
‘J would next draw the reader’s attention to the numbers of 
the different kinds of gold and silver vessels which Josephus 
— made for the use-of the Temple, and let him believe 
if he can. 

‘The king also dedicated many tables ; and amongst these, 
‘one great one of gold, (on which the sacred bread was laid,) 
‘the rest not far inferior, yet made after divers manners, held 
‘ewers and platters of gold, to the number of twenty thou- 
‘sand, and of silver, forty thousand. He made likewise ten 
‘ thousand candlesticks (according as Moses had commanded), 
‘whereof one he dedicated in the temple, that, according to 
‘ thelaw, it might give light there in the day time. He made 
‘atable also. un which the loaves of bread were laid, on the 
‘north side of the temple, hard by the candlestick, which was 
‘placed towards the southward. The altar of gold was 
‘planted betwixt them both, All which things were inclosed 
‘in that part of the Temple that contained forty cubits, before 
‘the tapestry of the holy of holiest, where the ark should be 
‘placed. The king also caused fourscore thousand ’pots, and a 
‘ thousand hundreth of ewers of gold, and twice as many of 
‘silver, to be made; and fourseore thousand plates of gold, 

‘and twice so many of silver, to offer the kneaded flour in 
‘them upon the altar ; and threescore thousand cups of gold, 
‘and twice so many of silver, to lay the flour mingled with 
‘ oil thereon ;. and two thousand measures of gold, and twenty 
‘thousand of silver, resembling a hin or an epha of Moses. 
‘ Twenty thousand of censors also of gold, wherein the per- 
‘fame was burnt, to hallow the temple; and other censors 
likewise, in which they carried fire from the great altar and 
aid it on the lesser, which was within the temple, to the 
_Bumber of fifty thousand. He prepared also a thousand 
_ vestments for the use of the priests, with their surcoats, 
_ beads, pectorals, and with their precious ouches, notwith- 
; ‘there was but one crown wherein Moses had writ- 
_ a the name of God, which hath continued even until this 
day. | He. made also ten thousands stoals for the priests, of 
; » with scarlet. girdles, for every one of them ; twa 
‘hundred. thousand trumpets according to the ordinance of 
Von, lV. No. 4; 
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‘ Moses, and forty thousand instruments of music to record 
‘ and praise God with, (as the psaltery and harp of a mixt 
‘ matter, the fifth part gold, and the fourth part silver).’ 

It must appear evident to every reader, that the numbers of 
those vessels and instruments of gold and silver have been set 
down at random, although Josephus asserts that he has borrowed 
every statement from his Holy Scriptures. Such a mass of gold 
and silver was scarcely to be found at one time in all Asia. In 
another place Josephus tells us that Solomon, on the first open- 
ing of the temple, sacrificed twelve thousand oxen, and one 
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. ‘ For then first of all 
‘ was the Temple imbrewed with the blood of the slaughtered 
sacrifices, and all the Hebrews, with their wives and children, 
were banquetted therein.’ _ I have before cautioned the reader 
against the exaggeration of Jewish numbers. . 

' Josephus quotes two other historians to support his asser- 
tions about Solomon, but to me they appear rather as a con- 
tradiction than a proof of what has been advanced. Speaking 
of Solomon and Hiram, he says:—‘ Of these two Kings, 
“ Menander (who translated the antiquities of the Tyrians out 
* of the Phoenician tongue into Greek ), maketh mention, speak- 
‘ ing after this manner: After the decease of Abibale, Hiram, 
* his son, succeeded him in the kingdom, who lived : fifty and 
; three years, and reigned thirty and four. He annexed the 
: field which is called Ample, unto the island, and dedicated a 
3 golden pillar in Jupiter’s Temple. He also caused a great 
_ quantity of wood to be hewed down in the mountain Libanus, 
_ to make covers and roofs for temples. For having pulled 
down some ancient temples, he builded that of Hercules, and 
, that of Astrate, and made his first building of Hercules in the 
; mouth of Perition, and made war against the Eucecans, 
who refused to pay their tributes: and after he had once 
_ gain brought them under his subjection, he returned to his 
_ own palace. In his time lived the young son of Abdimon, who 
; — resolved those questions which Solomon, King of 
: meee proposed. Dius also maketh mention of him in 
_ these terms: After the decease of Abibale,; his son Hiram 
: reigned : he it was that fortified the quarter of the city to 
; ro eastward, and enlarged the same, and conjoined. the tem- 
. ple of Olympian Jupiter to the city, which before that time 
Bs set: another place, and filled all the place between them 
: moan a and adorned it with pendants of gold: and after- 
€ be on up to Libanus, he hewed down timber to build 

mples withal. He said also, that Solonion reigning at that 
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‘rime in Jerusalem, sent unto Hiram certain subtle questions, 
‘ demanding the exposition thereof under this condition, that 
‘if he declared them not, in way of penalty, he should pay a 
¢oreat sum of money ; and/afterwards that a certain Tyrian 
‘called Abdimon, expounded that which had been proposed: 
“and in lieu thereof proposed certain others, which Solomon 
“could not expound, and for that occasien he paid a great sum 
“of money unto Hiram. This it is that Dius writeth.’ Thus it 
appears the Tyrians had a wiser man than Solomon! And 
ou have made your quotations contradict your owa story Mr. 
phus. There is nothing improbable in temples having 
been built to Jupiter, to Hercules, and various other Hero- . 
Gods ; the remains of such are now visible, but it is extremely 
improbable that such a splendid temple should have been 
built by the Jews as is attributed to Solomon. If we may be- 
‘lieve this Phoenician story, which is more worthy of credit 
than any thing in the Bible, we then perceive at once that 


Jehovah was considered nothing more than the Jupiter of the 


Jews, or how could Solomon and Hiram be on such terms of 
friendship? Asa matter of course eath country has fancied 
its own Gods the greatest, but it seems the Jews were very 
fond of a change, particularly, where that change afforded 
them the opportunity of gratifying their appetites: Josephus 


farther says, that 10,000 men were employed at a time in 


Mount Libanus for several months, cutting down wood for the 
temple. That number of men would have cleared every stock 
and stick on the Mount in three days. Also that there were 


‘80,000 men at a time hewing of stone, and 70,000. more as 


carriers of wood and stone! Such a master builder as Solo- 
mon was never known before nor since, to employ such a num- 
ber of hands. More than four'titnes a greater number than 
ever occupied Judea at one time! 

In concluding my observations on Solomon and his temple 


‘T would offer it as my_opinion, that it_is all a fiction, that as 


the Jews had to learn the use of letters at Babylon, they. had 
to form their history there, having access to the history of 
other countries, they resolved to make their own excel in every 


. tradi and in'doing this they had only to improve upon the 


bait 

ditionary fictions of surrounding countries. The figures 
Which are said to have been’ in their temple were no other 
than a collection of those which were worshipped by surround- 


Mg nations, For instance, the word Cherubim is a blank in 


English, ‘Latin, and Greek languages, no definition can be 
given of it, but Voltaire traces it to the Chaldean, and gays, 
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that it signifies a bull. This is very probable, as the Egyptian 
have worshipped the bull from time immemorial, and we find 
that golden calves were very common to the compilers of the 
Bible, which I should consider were meant to represent full 

rown oxen, although, they were not moulded in the fyll size. 

should like to know what the Christians mean in their wor- 
ship, when they cry out,“ Cherubim and Seraphim continual- 
ly do ery: Holy, holy, holy; Lord God of Sabbaoth.” This 
certainly must be a Pagan relic transplanted into the new 
mythology. It appears the Jews added wings to their Cheru- 
bim, wal ade him an imitation of the Pegasus, for we read, 
that the ark in the temple was placed between two Cheru- 
bims, and their wings being spread out formed a cover 
for it. : 

I should noticé that the Bible makes Solomon to sacrifice 
22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep at the dedication of the tem- 
ple! ,, Let any one count the heads of cattle in Smithfield ona 
market day, and then consider the extent of 20,000, and ask 
himself whether this story be true or false. There would have 
been a river of blood from the number! [doubt whether at 
any one time the Jews were ever masters of so many oxen and 
sheep. That must have been a rare species of worship where 
the worshippers had to wade up te the knee in blood. It is 
astonishing to reflect how the grossest mind could have to- 
Terated such an idea! And still niore astonishing to see such 
notions believed in, in a country that boasteth of civilization, 
of ere of manners, and of humanity, and to find such 
crude and barbarous ideas enforced with pains and penalties. 
Civilization in society has scarcely yet commenced. Priestcraft 
must be first set aside. 


The reigns of the succeeding Jewish kings are scarcely. 
worth notice, We are told that the famous temple was pil- 
laged immediately, after Solomon’s death. The following is & 
see from the fourteenth chapter of tlie first. book of 

ings :— | rr 


“ eg loa to pass in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, that 


Shishak King of Egypt came up against Jerusalem : and ‘he took 
awa the treasures of the house of the Lotd, and the treasures of the 
_ 8 hotise ; he'even took away’all / and he took away-alktthe shields 

sel mS ha Solomon had maie: Aid’: King’ Rehoboam made in 
their ‘brasen shields, and conimitted:them unto the hands of the 
ehiehof the guard, ‘which kept the:door of the king’s house. And it 
wab so, whenithe king went into-the house of the Lord, that the guard 
bue them, and brought them back into the guard chamber.” 
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- This plunder of the temple is repeated in several instances, 

as if the gold and silver vessels could grow there. In the very 

next chapter we find it cleared again: 3 


“ And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all 
their days. And Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, atid 
built Ramah, that he might not suffer any to-go out or come into Asa 
king of Judati. ‘Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were 
left in the treasures of the house of the Lord, aud the treasures of the 
king's house, and delivered them into the hands of his servants : and 
king Asa’ sent them to Ben-hadad, the son. of ‘Tabrimon, the son of 
Hezion, king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying, There is a 
league between me and thee, and between my father and thy father : 
behold, I have sent unto thee a present of silver and gold ; come and 
break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart 
erie,” | ry 


_ At the conclusion of the sixteenth chapter, I find the follew- 
ing yerse:— : , 


“In his (Ahab’s) days did Hiel the Beth-elite build Jericho: he 
hid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the 
gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word of tite 
Lord, which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun.” 138 


Lam certain that we have passed a notice of Jericho. twenty 


times since the walls are said to have been puffed down by 
General. Joshua. and his priests, with their ram’s horns. . [ 
haye.mot stopped to notice it, but the threat of Joshua, has 
continually recurred. to me. The above verse I take to be an 
interpolation by some Jew, not the author of the book of 
ig ee of seeming to fulfil the prophecy of Joshua. 

ut the prophecy intimated a curse on him that should attempt 
to build the city again, and implied the destruction of any fa- 
ee torn should undertake it. The above verse is no proof of 


A have passed unnoticed several fortune-telling prophets 


m 


and-their feats, and how a lion killed one of them and did not 
fat, him nor kill his ass :—but now we come to the famous - 
Elijah and. Elisha—it will be a piece of injustice to the Jewish 
Tonlanee not to notice them. 1 expect that the less I say about 
them the ‘better my readers will be pleased, as prolixity on 
such’a subject, wound be a proof of any thing. but common 
- However, the miracles of Elijah and Elisha, are dif- 
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ferent from others in the Jewish annals. To give Elijah a 
proper introduction, I shall insert the seventeenth chapter :— 


“ And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said 
unto Ahab, as the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. 
And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, get thee hence, and 
turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is be- 
fore Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ; and 
{ have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he went and did 
according unto the word of the Lord: for he went and dwelt by the 
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
bread and flesh inthe morning, and bread and flesh in the evening ; 
and he drank of the brook. And it came to pass after a while, that 
the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. And 
the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, arise, get thee to Zarep- 
hath, which belonged to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, 1 have com- 
man:'ed a widow woman there to sustain thee, So he arose and went 
to Zarepbath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the 
widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and 
said, fetch me, I pray thee, alittle water in a vessel, that I may drink. 
And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, bring me, 
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, as the 
Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal ina 
barrel, and a little oilina cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two 
sticks; that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may 
eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, fear not; go and do as 
thou hast said: Lut make me thereof a little gake first, and bring it 
unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For. thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, the barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the 
earth, And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and 
she, and he, and her house did eat many days. ‘And the barrel of meal 
wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of 
the Lord, which he spake by Elijah. And it came to pass after these 
things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; . 
and his sickuess was so sore, that there was no breath left in, him. And 
she ney unto Elijah, what have I to do with thee, O thou man of 
God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to 
slay my son? And he said unto her, give ‘me thy son. And he took 
a ne rv her bosom, and carried him up into-a loft, where he abode, 
ai d re Lord phage — bed. And he cried unto the Lord, and 
with red nny ot, 0 Pape thou also brought evil upon the widow 
upon the child rc et y slaying her son? And he stretched himself 
non th il he ins a i tthe Lor anda © Ln 
te pokhenst nee, le this child’s soul come into him again. And 

te voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into 
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him again, and he revived, And Elijah took the child, and brought 
him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto 
his mother: and Elijah said, see, thy’son liveth. And the woman 
gaid to Elijah, now by this T know thou art a man of God, and that 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.” 


[t may be wondered where the ravens procured bread and 
flesh, Did they plunder the bakers’ and butchers’ shops? or 
did they kill the cattle and bake the bread themselves ?—or did 
Jehovah. furnish them from the Temple ?—Ah! but there is 
nothing impossible with God! God so ordered it, cries the 
Jew and Christian, and the very ravens must obey him! But 
jt is a Jewish tale, and as the Jews have ever been violent fa- 
natics, why should we believe such nonsense? Fanaticism 
has no relation to truth, but has ever proved its greatest 


enemy. The  exhaustless barrel of meal and cruse of oil, is 


another ridiculous tale, and would ‘be believed by no one but 
uch as believe the tales about fairies, hobgoblins, spirits, de- 
vils, witches, and such like trash. The restoration of the wi- 
dows.son to life, has not so preposterous: an appearance, al- 


though I am ‘content that it is an invention. Animation 


might be suspended ‘without being extinct. I am inclined to 
think, that as science proceeds, the restoration to life will be 
uent in many cases, where the body is now buried as dead. 


I consider life itself to be the result of nature’s peculiar machi- 


nery, and that its suspension is often the obstruction of certain 
parts of the machine, which art and science will discover the 


‘cause and the means of removing it. This can only apply to 


a body in good health. As the human body is but a portion 
of matter, it must, like every other part of the material world, 
go through its revolutions and changes; which we commonly 


call decay. 
The next trick of Elijah is played off upon the priests of 


Baal, who, the Bible tells us, prophesied, but could not make 


their god do any thing in competition. with Jehovah. They 
Were not so clever as the magicians of Egypt! Elijah is not 


panient with confuting them by argument and example, but 
1€ 


treacherously gets them assassinated. As there had been 
no rain for three years, it might be wondered where Elijah 
could obtain twelve barrels of water to souse his sacrifice and 
altar with; that the miracle of the fire consuming it might 
appear the ‘stronger :—not to say a word about the fire con- 
suming the twelve stones with which the altar was built. The 


tale'about there being no rain for three years in a country that 
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was almost, totally.supplied by rain water, is altogether incre» 
dible.. The inhabitants must have removed or perished. 
The next particular in Elijah’s eventful life, is, that he flies 
from Jezebel and falls asleep under a juniper tree ; and that 
an angel awoke him -_and bid him eat a cake baked on the 
coals, and drink a cruse of water. Whence did the angel get 
the materials, the cruse and the flour, and the coals of fire? 
There is nothing impossible with God, cries my opponent, and 
how can I give him a rejoinder? Only by-a contradietion as 
flat as his.assertion, However, Elijah is so well pleased with 
this adventure, that he falls asleep again ; and the angel comes 
a second time with more food and water; and after eati 
this holy repast, we are told that Elijah travelled in the 
' strength of it for forty days and forty nights! This tale of 
fasting forty days and forty nights is met with too often in the 
Bible to escape suspicion: Christian fanatics have often made 
the attempt to imitate their blessed saviour and the holy men 
of old-; but it has cost them their life, thaf were resolute enough 
to persevere. There have been many instances of this. This 
forty.days fast brings Elijah upon the famous. Mount, Horeb, 
and here he has.an interview with Jehovah as curious as any 


by pis cgeadenennce, Mogee. The following are the parti- 


“And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the 
Lord, And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, .and brake in pieces the rocks before the 
Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake ; but the Lord was not in the earthquake : and afier the 
earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the 
fire.a still small voice. And it.was so, when Elijah heard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle; and went out,. and stood in the enter- 
ing in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and 
said, What doest thou here, Elijah ?” | 


In so tea — conversation, Jehovah boasteth that his 
competitor , has not totally deprived him of worshi 
in the following words :-— ev a brant bias 
“ Yet have I left me seven thousand in Israel, alt the knees which 
nt aes unto Baal, and every mouth which hath bot kissed 
Only seven thousand, Jehovah :-—this is.too bad ! 
Bes e oo or ceeaal a short picture of the benefits 
priestc : which is.top precious to be passed 
wumtiod tisestllon:- . °° 
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«And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite 
had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab 
king'of Samaria. And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me 
thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it-is 
near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than 
it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in 
money. And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I 
should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And Ahab came 
into his house heavy and displeased because of the word which Na- 
both the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not 
give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon 
his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread. But Je- 
sebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so 
sad;'that thou eatest no bread? And he said unto her, Because I 
spakewnto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy 
vinéyard for money ; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another 
vineyard for it: and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard. ~ 
And Jezebel his. wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the king- 
dom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I 
will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote 
letters in Abab’s name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the 
letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwell- 
ing with Naboth. And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a 
fast, and set Naboth on high among the people: And set two meno, 
sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou 
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then catry him out, and 
stone him, that he may die. And the men of his city, even the elders 
aud the nobles who were the inhabitants of his city, did as Jezebel 
had sent unto them, and as it was written in the letters which she had 
sent utito them. ‘They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high 
nd ren And there came in two men, children of Belial, 

sat before him: and the men of Belial witaessed against him, 
inst Naboth,-in the presetice of the people, saying, Naboth 
spheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth out 
of the tity, and stoned him with stones, that he died. Then they 
sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. And it came 
ta-pass;:when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, 
that: Jegebel said 1a:Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for, money : for 
N both is not alive, but dead, And it came to pass, when Ahab heard 
Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to thie vineyard 

of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.” 


The tale needs no comment ; such ever will be the effects of 
ral and priestcraft. It will ever rob and corrupt man- 








Th the tonversation which Elijah holds with ‘Jehovah on 
~ount Horeb, he says, that all the prophets are killed, and 
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he alone remains, but fears for his !ife. Jehovah bids hi 
of good cheer. In the 22nd chapter we find Doubets bere be 
dreds; in'the'following tale-— 7 ings 
« Then the king of ‘Israel gathered the 
four hundred men, and said Sip them, Shall go Be about 
to’ battle, or shall. 1 forbear? And they. said Go mA a 
Lord shall déliver it into the hand of the king. “And pAlb an 
said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides th f oshiaphat 
enquire of him? Aud the king of Israel said unto Jeboshak ty The 2 
is yet one mat, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whow we phat, here 
of the Lerd : but I hate him; for-he doth not prophe a er a 
cerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said bs in tl Ae - 
Then the king of Israel called an otticer and said, Ha te aie 
no ys Imlab. And the king of Israel and Tehochaphat te 
ig Of Judah sat each on his thr i . 
void place in the entrance of the po oe nw i ina 
oo sera ied ies them, And Zedekiah tfc Py rhs nd 
him horns of iron: at i : ; 
these thalt thou push the rian “antl — anc the Lord, With 
co sal the peapeets prophesied <0; saying, Go apt thence gieal 
sper: for the Lord shall deliver i ¥ “ef PerentT 
the messenger that was gone to oil Micaiah 2 — as ~sa9 
Behold now, the words of the prophets reg e oe im, saying, 
“with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee he Eke-th — the king 
6 them,:anid speek that which is gocd. -Aad “Micaiah eT ae 
Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, th nT. —o 
came tothe king. And the king said unto hi sag oh etre 
egainst Remoth-cilead to hatte or ball we fovbear' an erit 
the Pty and prosper :' for the Lord shall deliver it int tetinah f 
e king. ‘And the king said unto him, Ho Sarg peng wl 
thee'that thou tell me nothing but that hi Spree shall I.adjure 
the Lord? And he said, I saw ab dave : lich is ‘true in the naue of 
sheep that have not a shepherd: and the ced ie ager 
~ erat let them return every man to his “ said, ‘These have no 
king of Ysrael suid unto Jehoshaphat, Did I ne inpeace. Aud te 
ee prophesy no good colistindiatane | oo =, tell thee that he 
refore the word of the Lord: i evil ?.And he said, Hear 
throne, and all the host of heaven sta ag the Lord sitting on:his 
and on his left. “And the Lord s ai ee by him on ‘his right hand 
he may go up and fall at‘Ramoth. ‘lead “a shall persuade Ahab, that 
ner, and another said on that olinea (l? ‘And. one said on this ma- 
spipclitaree teeter (eaten te Ss 
will acng unte him, Wherewith ? And he te rsuade hia. And the 
a lying spirit j he said, I will go forth, and | 
Tho h § spirit in the mouth of all bis h af 
at a shalt persuade him, and prevail also: sea ets. And he sai’, 
tefore, bebold, the Lord hath 2 go forth, and do so. Now 
these thy prop! put a lying spirit in the mouth of all 
B y.prophets, and the Lord hatl 
ut Zedekiah the son of Chenaanal : spoken. evil concerning fe) 
1 went near, and smote Micaial 
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on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from 
meto speak unto.thee? And Micajah said, Behold, thou shalt seein 
that day, when thot shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. 
And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, and carry him back unto- 
Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son; And 
say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him 
with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I come in 
peace. And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the Lord 
hath not spoken by me- ‘And he said, Hearken, O:people, every 
one of you.” , 

By this tale it would appear that Jehovah kept false pro- 
phets as Well as true ones. Micaiah himself first states a lie 
to please ; then to shew his superiority over the other pro- 
phets he contradicts them, and says that’ Jehovah has put a 
lye in their mouth. Elijah and Elisha ought to have.been in- 
troduced into this match of prophesying. 

The next feat of: Elijah’s is, that he causes fire to “‘ come 
down from heaven” and destroy 100 men and ‘their captains 
who were sent by King Ahaziah to take him prisoner! The 
following is the tale from the Ist chapter, 2nd Book of Kings. 


“Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty, And 
he went up to him : and, behold, he sat on the top of an bill. .And 
he spake unto him, Thou man of God, tlie king hath said, Come 
down. And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be 
aman of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume 
thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and con- 
sumed him and his fifty. Again also he sent unto him another cap- 
tain of fifty with his fifty, And he answered and said unto him, O 
man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly. And 
Elijah answered and said ynto them, If I be a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the 
fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 
And he sent again a captain of the third fifty, with his fifty, And the 
third captain of fifty went up, and came.and fell on his knees before 
Elijah, and besought him-and said unto him, O man of God, I pray 
thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be preciousin 
thy sight... Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up 
the two captains of the former fifties with their fifties: therefore let 


my life now. be precious in thy sight. And the angel of the Lord said 


uuto Elijah, Go down with him; be not afraid of him. And he 
arose, and went down with him unto the king. And he said unto him, 
ls saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to én- 
aad Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is it not because there is.no 
od in Israel to enquire of his word? therefore thou shalt not come 
down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.” 


I must’ first find out where heaven is situated and what it 
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is, before I can say a word about Elijah’s bringing down fr 
from it! ) | 

The second chapter is so full of pretty stories and curious 
lies, that I insert the whole of it :— 


“ And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into 
Heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal, 
And Elijah said upon Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha said unto him, As the Lord 
liveth, aud as thy soul‘ liveth, f will not leave thee. So they went 
down to Beth-el. And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou 
that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to-day? 
And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said 
unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me 
to Jericho. And he said, as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul Jiveth, 
I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. And the sons 
of the prophets that were at Jericho’ came to Elisha, and said 
unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord: will take away thy master 
from thy head tee And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye 
your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry I pray thee, here; 
for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, as the Lord 
liveth, and:as thy soul liveth, I will not leave. thee, And they. two 
wenton. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood 
to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah touk 
his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they 
were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry 
propnt, And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that 

ah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be 
taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me. Aid lie said, Thou hast asked 
a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from 
thee, it shall be so unto thee: but if not it shall not be so. And it 
came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, 
there appeared a chariot of fire, and. horses of fire, and parted them 
both asunder ; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And 
Elisha saw it, and he cried, My. father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he 
took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took 
up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him; and went back, and 
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pray thee, and seek thy master; lest peradventure the : 


we 

- rhe Lord hath taken him up, and cast him upon sonie moun- 
peg into some valley. And he said, ye shall not send, And when 
they urged him till he was ashamed, he said send. They sent there- 
fore fifty men ; and they sought three days, but found him not. And 
when they came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he said unto 
them, Did I not say unto you, Go not? And the men of the ci 

cid unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is 
pleasant, as My lord seeth; but the water is naught, and the ground 
larrens And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. 
And-they brought it to him. And he went forth unto the spring of 
the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the Lord, 
[hate healed these waters ; there shall not be from thence any more 
dearth or barren land. So the waters were healed unto this day, 
according to. the saying of Elisha which he spake. And he went up 
from thence unto. Beth-el; and as he was going up by the way, there 
came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him, and said 
unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thow bald head. And he 
turned back, aud looked on them, and cursed them in the name of 
the Lord. Andthere came forth two she bears out of the wood, and 
tareforty and-two children of them. And he went from theuce to 


mouit Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria.” 


“This supposed translation of Elijah from mortality to im- 
mortality, without the usual mode of dying, has exercised the 
contemplation of millions of Jews and Christians, who take all 
for truth that they find in the Bible. I am certain that the 
best observation i can make on it, is to give it a flat contradic- 
tion, and say that it is all a Jewish fiction. - Enoch and Eli- 
jahate said to be the only two persons that have been ho- 
noured with this iar mark of favour by Jehovah, as not 
to'taste death, for we are told that he killed and buried Moses 
himself, .-As I believe in nothing supernatural, I cannot con- 
descend to make ‘the slightest concession towards the truth of 
any part’of this tale ; therefore I am barred from argument 
ipon it, Tn the first place I object to the idle notion that. the 
lan race have an immortal part: I cannot feel that I have 

that shall not die. I put myself on a level with the 
whole race of animals, and am content that I have a being for 
*time, and am. sensible that that being must, sooner or later, 

(pass away in the ordinary course. of nature, Every 
ammalor vegetable is. but an admirable.fabric, that. has the 
‘of retaining life for a certain time, and the property 
agating. its several:species. It is Nature’s fancy work. 
tte Wtea‘of chariots ‘and’ horses of fire is such as I cannot 
com rehend, so‘ Frejétt: it. The passing and re-passing of the 
brook Jordan is’ probable to’ have been perlormed dry: shod, 
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by the help of a few stones. The petty’ churlishness of Elisha 
in cursing the little children has my contempt as a tale, and 
my disbelief as to. its veracity.. It is not improbable that a 

oup of children should be exposed to the fury of two bears; 

t I never understood that the land of lions was also the land 
of bears. I doubt whether ever any bears were to be. found 
in Judea. 

We have now a repetition of the same tales and feats in the 
| of Elisha, as were said to be performed by Elijah, 
such as multiplying a-pot of oil to an indefinite quantity, and 
restoring to life the dead son of his hostess. We find him als 
cleansing bad waters; converting poisonous herbs to wholé- 
‘some food; and feeding miraculously one hundred men with 
twenty loaves of barley, and having more fragments than 
there was originally bread. It is evident that all the miracu- 
lous tales of the New Testament are borrowed from these feats 
of Elijah and Elisha. On a comparison [I feel astonished at 
the coincidence. . The tales of the New Testament are mere 
quotations garnished with a few exaggerations. I shall take 
further notice of this circumstance when 1 come into the New 
‘Testament. The gift of curing diseases is also attributed to 
Elisha, and the knowledge of other men’s thoughts; so we 
find him curing Naaman of the leprosy, and infecting his ser- 
vant Gehazi with it, for secretly taking a reward. We then 

find him causing an iron axe to. swim in the water, smiting an 
host with blindness that were sent. to make him prisoner, and 
going out to mislead them himself, and lastly we find his bones 
performing miracles after the flesh had rotted off them ; for 
Elisha had not.the honour of a translation; and why we are 
not told. The following is the tale of the power of Elisha’s 

“ And’ Elisha died, and they: butied him. And the bands of the 
Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the year.. And it came 
to pass, as they were burying’a man, that, behold, they-spied abaut 
of men; and! they cast.the, man into the sepulchre of Elisha ;. aid 

‘ when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he 

revived, and stood up on his feet.” 

I should feel amusement in reading this nonsense. did I not 
recollect that there are; millions of a fellomy-creatutes who 
are so unfortunate and unhappy as’ to swallow it all as truth. 

There is pee worthy of notice in the several reigns of 

the Kings of Israel and Judah; we,have.a collection of Cont 
ble and immoral tales, such asa mother eating her own child, 


a woman eaten by dogs, &c.; but in the twentieth chapter of 
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tiris book we firid a’ second Joshua in the person of Isaiah, and 
the eourse of the sun is again stopped at the humour and whim 
ofa man! ‘The following is the tale:— | 


« And Hezekiah said unto fsaiah, What shall be the sign that the 
Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up'into the house of the Lord 
the third day? And Isaiah said, ‘This sign shalt thou have of the 
Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he hath spoken: shall: the 
siadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? And. He- 
vkiah answered, it is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten 
degrees: nay, but let the shadow retufn backward ten degrees. And 
Isaiah the, prophet cried unto the Lord : and he brought the shadow 
ten degrees backwards, by which it had gone down in: the dial of 
Ahaz.” 

The story of Hilkiah the priest finding the book of the law, 
and sending to Huldah the prophetess to enquire what it was, 
isa proof of any ming but its being the famous law of Moses. 
The Book of Chronicles says it was the law. of Moses, but the 
Book of Kings makes no mention of the kind. The tale is se 
evidently paltry as mot to require any further examination. 
The book. is very soon lost sight of again, for after the reign 
of Josiah we hear nothing more of it. It is the handy work of 
some Jew, who evidently saw a blank in his history as to the 
hook of the law of Moses, so he weaves it in here to shew 
how it had been neglected, and the supposed consequences of 
that neglect. : 


_ We now draw to the end of the books of Kings and Chroni- 
cles, but we find Solomon’s golden vessels are twice taken 
away,again, which .altogether makes four times, I believe. 


‘The following quotation is from the 24th chapter of the 2nd 


book of Kings. 


- “At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon 
came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And: Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants 
did besiege it.. And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to,the 
of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, 

ind bis officers: and the king of Babylon took him ia the eighth year 
of his reign. And he carried out thetce all the treasures of the house 
the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cat iw pieces 
the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the 
emple of tlie Lord, as the Lord had said. And he carried away all 
Jerusalem, and all the princes, andall the mighty men of valour, even 
ten thousand captives, and-all the crafsmen and smiths : none remained, 
save the poorest sort of people of the land. And he carried away 
Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king’s mother, and the king’s wives, 
and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into 
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captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. And all the men of might, even 
seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all that were 
strong and omy war, even them the king of Babylon brought cap. 
tive to Babylon.” 2 3 ‘main 

We here are told that all the vessels of gold are cut in pieces, 
we shall subsequently find that Belshazzar drinks out of them, 
and that they are finally..restored to the:second temple! % 
much for Jewish history. The following repetition of the de- 
struction of the temple and the carrying away its contents is 
from the 25th chapter of the 8nd of King’s. 

“And in the fifth month, on the seventh day. of the menth, which is 
the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came 
Nebuzar-adan, captain,of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, 
unto Jerusalem : and he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king’s 
house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man’s house 
burnt he with fire. And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with 
the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem rownd 
about, ‘Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the 
fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of 
the anulti did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry away. 
But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to the vine- 
dressers and husbandmen. Aud she pillars.of brass that were in the 





brass of them to Babylon. And the. the shovels, and the 
snuffers, and the ns, and all the a of brass wherewith: they. 
ministered, took they away. And the firepans, and the bowls, and 


as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in silver, the cap- 


tain of the guard took uway " | 
I should notice ‘that the latter account is said to be in the 


gone through the chief. of the fabu- 

lous part of the Jewish history. ‘That the Jews were once 
T can believe, and 1 shall be inclined to 

Ir ory. after their restoration, which 1 
place, in consequs of the intrigue 





‘ _», (To be continued.) 
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